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to the Reich. Things had gone so far, it was stated, * that
important persons had suggested as the ideal objective the
conversion of Austria into a second Switzerland, while the
legitimist campaign had been aspiring to create an "Austrian
Nation5'. These elements, which propagated their ideas
overtly, had not hitherto been interfered with by the
authorities. Indeed signs of a benevolent tolerance were
not lacking.3
The Note went on to say that those movements might
lead to a destruction of the Agreement of nth July and to
the disturbance of the c friendly' relations between the
two German States. Reference was then made to the
embitterment of the National opposition and its possible
effects on the internal peace of Austria.
* Time and again attempts had been made from abroad
to separate Austria from the Reich, and to draw her into a
foreign combination, on the pretence that she was being
threatened by the Reich. Not only was there evidence
that the process of pacification had not yet been successful,
but there was also plenty of evidence that dissatisfaction
existed. From the point of view of the Reich it seemed that
it should not be too difficult to create a normal state of
affairs in the interests of Austria, of the Reich and of the
whole German nation. But the condition of success must
be that the two principles of Austrian policy as set out in the
July Agreement were to be observed in a more impartial
manner than hitherto.'
From beginning to end this Note was an expression of
Papen's nefariousness, and represented the first definite
interference with Austrian sovereignty. For the indepen-
dence of Austria, as guaranteed by Hitler, would not only
not have been endangered by the eventual conversion of
the Danubian Republic into a monarchy but would have been
much better assured. But at that time Hitler believed on
the basis of Papen's secret reports that the moment had
already come for him to adopt a sharper tone towards
Austria and even actively to interfere,
It was, of course, part of the general scheme of attack that